Across The Barricades

Joan Lingard has written a series of books about Kevin and Sadie who lives in Belfast, Northern Ireland. “Across the barricades” is the second of five books.

“Across the barricades” is about the living, fighting and the political situation in Northern Ireland, but mostly it’s about Kevin and Sadie and all the problems they have with their relationship and what it causes.


Kevin is a catholic and Sadie is a protestant and that is not a good combination in Belfast. They knew each other as children but they were even then fighting about their political attitude.


One day when Kevin walks home from work he sees Sadie walking in front of him. Even though they lived only a few streets away from one another they hadn’t seen each other in over three years, they recognize each other at ones. They begin to talk about old memories and one thing leads to another.


They decided to see each other again and so they do. Even though it’s hard when you’re a catholic boy dating a protestant girl.


Pretty quick the news gets around and that means problem for both parties. At first they don’t care what anyone think or says. But when Sadie gets fired because she’s dating a catholic boy, Kevin gets beaten up by an old friend, for the same reasons and framed for have placed a gun in his chiefs scrap yard, they begin to consider if it’s really such a good idea dating each other.


One day when Kevin, tired and bruised, decides to go and see Sadie he collapses, an old man out walking with his dog stops and asks if he’s all right. When he sees Kevin’s bad condition he gives him a hand to his car. Just as they begin to walk, Sadie comes running and gives him a huge hug.


The old man drive’s them to his house, it later shows that the old man, named Mr. Blake is Sadie's old teacher and since a couple of years back retired. They describe their situation for him and he helps them in the best way he can. He gives Sadie a work doing domestic.


But the problems is not gone, one day when the three of them decides to go on a picnic, one of the wheels fall of. That’s not all, after the car incident they are sure that someone wants them dead.


They try to be more careful seeing each other but one day they when Sadie is going to see Kevin, Mr. Henderson comes by their house to tell them that someone has placed a petrol bomb into Mr. Blake’s house and that he died instantly.

Kevin has had enough, he decides to move to London, even though Sadie is not sure if she wants to leave. Kevin tells his parents about his plans and when the time comes for his arrival, Sadie is there waiting for him.

In the third book ‘Into Exile’ you get to know what happens when Sadie and Kevin arrives in London and how they manage to take care of each other.

I think the book is very good. It’s not hard to place yourself in their situation. I mean the people of Belfast looks at their relationship as the worst thing that could happen. A protestant girl dating a catholic boy that’s about the worst thing that a parent or a relative could imagine.

It’s almost like having your own son or daughter dating an alcoholic or a drug abuser, which both are seen as the lowest in our society.

It’s not hard to understand their desire to get out of the streets of Belfast. Imagine yourself living in a place where the military has got control and where the resistant movements strongly fight against them, mostly the IRA (Irish republic army). They live in a place where gunshots, fires and bombings aren’t very unusual.

The language is sometimes hard to understand but if you read it slowly or put it in a sentence you shouldn’t have a problem. It’s often the slang words or the spelling that are difficult to understand, which both are kind of different from English and American.

The writer explain their living situation very good, you understand exactly how poor they are, when the kids have to begin working at a early age. It might be the way that they’ve always had it, but it’s pretty unusual and I think it might have something to do with their financial situation.

Or how long they’ve been under the military force that they don’t hear or care about the repeating gunshots.

The book is really worth reading, even if you’re not interested in the story you will get a new perspective how they live in Ireland and what they have been fighting about for several hundred years.
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